
Heriot Community Council 
Minutes of meeting, Wednesday 4th Dec 2019. 

 

Present: H. Brinkworth, S.Sharp, G. Whittaker, J. Williams (Chair), Cllr. Anderson  

 5 members of the public. 

Apologies: F. Connelly, Cllr. Aitchison, Cllr. Scott 

 

1. Minutes of the previous meeting:  These were agreed without modification.  

 

2. Police report.  Nothing of note. 

 

3. Planning applications:  There were no new planning applications  

 

4.  

a. Heriot Playpark.  GW reported that the SBC flood prevention team had reviewed the 

situation, provided some advice for remediation and had provided some options and 

estimated costings for the work, which ranged from around £1k through to £25k, 

depending on the complexity of the installation.  Further advice was needed in order 

to make a decision, and more detailed information about the water levels of Heriot 

Water in relation to the park. GW to continue with this. 

b. Heriot churchyard gravestones.  SS had received a quote from a second SBC-

approved contractor, which was essentially the same costing as that from the first.  

The total cost of remedial work with these pricings is likely to be around £4k. 

c. Millennium bench.   Options had been identified for the benches.  SS to obtain 

costings, GW to make funding application for these and the repair of the telephone 

kiosk. 

d. Road signs.  SS reported that SBC had agreed to install appropriate signage at their 

expense.  Details would be left to SS to discuss with SBC, based on previous 

decisions about this by the CC. 

   

5.   Windfarms.   

a. Wull Muir.  SS recused herself from the CC discussion at this point for this topic.  This 

application has been revised, and so a revised submission has been made by the CC.  

It was noted that, despite requests by members of the CC to SBC planning, the 

application still fails to appear on the planning portal unless specifically searched for.   

b. Gilston Hill.   Updates have appeared, but little progress is expected with this in the 

near future.  There is still no timescale for a decision to be made. 

c. A complaint was relayed by SS about the meeting of community councillors that had 

taken place to discuss the CC response to the position of the seating (4c above) and 



the revised Wull Muir planning application, in line with a decision made at the 

previous public meeting.  While this was consistent with numerous similar 

discussions held by this and previous embodiments of the CC over the last twenty 

years, the complaint was that the constitution states that all meetings of the 

Community Council should be open to the public.  It was contested that this was not 

actually a formal meeting of the Community Council, but the constitution is 

apparently straightforward on this matter.  A long discussion followed, which 

ultimately called for clarification from SBC democratic services and an agreement to 

adhere strictly to the wording of the constitution until such time as the matter is 

fully clarified.   

 

6. Broadband. 

a. BT’s FTTP installation was reported to have involved digging around the school area, 

with connection in that area expected to take place in January.  No formal 

information was available about installations around other parts of the village. 

 

7. AOB  

a. Christmas tree.  It was reported that there had been no Christmas tree last year, and 

that this was the only year in recent times where there had been no complaints 

about the Christmas tree.  In view of the limited visibility and use that the tree gets, 

and the difficulties involved, the CC agreed, with unanimous support from all 

present, to donate the money (£100) to “Crisis at Christmas” instead. 

b. 2020 meetings – Work on the Macfie Hall will take place from January and will not 

be available for around six months.  GW reported that Heriot Toun had been 

provisionally booked for the first two meetings.  HB reported that the school was 

impractical as it required a member of staff to be present to close up. 

c. Community Plan – it was agreed to continue work on this. 

d. Cllr Anderson raised the issue of Borderline, a mental health charity, that was due to 

lose funding from the IJB (a joint NHS/SBC committee) in order to support a wholly 

new and unproved venture.  

e. Audit Scotland had noted that SBC should improve community empowerment. 

f. The issue of conflicts of interest was raised, with SS claiming that the Chair had a 

non-pecuniary conflict of interest in opposing windfarms as he is Chair of the 

Borders Network of Conservation Groups.   This interpretation was contested by the 

Chair and others, but it was decided that SBC should be consulted for clarification. 

g. It was agreed that HB would look into a way to determine community opinion on 

windfarms. 

h. A large pothole was reported on the B6368, close to the quarry and the junction 

with the A68.  This would be reported to SBC – maintenance of this section of road is 

reported to be the responsibility of Skene, under the terms of the planning consent 

for the quarry.   

 

The meeting finished at 20:50  


