
 

Heriot Community Council 
Minutes of meeting, 7pm on Wednesday 19th August 2026 

 

 

1. Present: Neil Mackinnon (SBC councillor), Faye Sinclair (SBC councillor), Sue Sharp, 

Helen White (chairing the meeting), Helen Brinkworth (minutes), Claire Rogers, Suzy 

Dun, 5 members of the public 

Apologies: Claire Cameron, Anne and Mike Somerville 

 

2. Minutes of meeting 10/06/26 accepted. 

 

3. Road safety, A7 Accidents 

a. Neil Mackinnon report: regarding a request for a reduction of road speeds 
within the village to either side of the school, SBC further response that there 
will be no change to the speed limit on the B709. NM to follow up to keep the 
pressure on for a reduction.  

b. NM: On the A7 the double white lines are to be extended to the south of the 
junction with the B709. 

c. Accidents continue to occur on the telephone exchange bends and near the 

Nettlingflat junction. 

 

4. Police Report 

a. Nothing of note for Heriot. 

b. Dates of future HCC meetings to be sent to community policing officer. 

 

5. Heriot Plan 

a. SBC team has offered to attend a meeting for organising the Heriot plan. 

Funding is available from both SBC and windfarms. 

b. Invites to be sent out to volunteers and various Heriot groups and landowners. 

Consideration to be given to involve young people within Heriot, SBC have youth 

engagement officers who can advise on how to do this. 

c. Create an article for the local newsletter to raise awareness. 

d. A possible date for a first meeting would be early October. 

 

6. Planning Applications and Licenses 

a. Wull Muir Wind Farm: Reporter has called for further information from 

EnergieKontor. 

b. 7 Heriot House, Erecting boundary fence at existing boundary wall with access 

gates (retrospective): no comments. 

 

 

 



 

7. Community Funds 

a. Heriot Country Kids: Laptop 

Awarded £110 funding for additional costs. 

b. Spanish lessons at Macfie Hall for primary school aged children 

Awarded £574 to be paid direct to the teacher at completion of the lessons. 

c. Sports Day: funding for equipment and trophies 

Awarded £250 to be paid to Doug Crabbe. 

d. Heriot Country Kids: Friday afternoon funding for events at the after-school club. 

Requesting £996 for: 

• Sept 4th Welcome back party - Bouncy castle £230, Activities £50, Candy 

floss maker 

• £35 (multiple use) 

• Oct 30th Halloween party - Decorations/activities £50, Facepainting £130 

• Nov 20th Movie - Projector screen £70, Bean bags £262, Popcorn trays £44 

(all multiple use) 

• Dec 11 Christmas party - Santa visit gifts £75, Decorations/activities £50 

HCC to discuss this further with Heriot Country Kids. 

e. Heriot Country Kids: IKEA Trofast shelving units 

Requesting £338.50 to purchase Trofast units and trays that will enable the ASC 

to create safe storage in an area that will open access to a hand wash sink. This 

is required by the Care Inspectorate for accepting nursery age children. 

HCC to discuss with Heriot Country Kids whether second hand units can be 

found. 

f. Parent Council: BBQ and storage for community events 

Prior to the meeting it was decided that there was not enough time to source an 

appropriate quality half barrel BBQ and organise storage before the sports day. 

The preference of HCC would be to create storage and a method whereby 

community owned supplies can be hired out. 

Sue Sharp to discuss options with Macfie Hall and Parent Council. 

g. Craft sessions: Christine Connolly would like to submit a funding application for 

more community art and craft sessions. Provisional dates before Christmas. The 

sessions that she is planning are water colour painting, acrylics painting, oriental 

landscapes with sponges and ceramic painted pots/dishes. Examples shown to 

the meeting. 

h. Education Fund: Approximately £500 plus remains of the last funding allocation 

(one amount of £430 was returned). HCC to investigate the possibility that 

funding can be reopened for applications to coincide with the start of the 

school/university year. Also to find out when another grant is available from the 

SSE windfarm funds. 

 

 

 

 



 

8. Defibrillator replacement at Heriot Station 

A new location is available at the property next to the train line. An electrician is 

needed to install the heated box. Costs involved with setup at the new location are for 

installation of the box, new battery and new pads. 

 

9. Tour de France 2027 

The bike race will be travelling south down the Granites road (B7007/B709) on Friday 

2nd July 2027. SBC are expecting road closures of about 5-6 hours. 

What would Heriot like to do? SBC is encouraging communities to consider what they 

would do and providing a small fund. Claire Cameron has contacted HCC to offer to help 

plan events. Felix Otton and Helen Brinkworth are volunteering to be involved with 

planning. 

 

10. AOB 

a. Today was the first day back to school and the first day of the new Heriot 

Nursery. There will be an open day for the nursery on 4th September. 

b. SBC roads department are in the process of inspecting the difficult corner on the 

Nettlingflat access road. 

c. Toun Hill (Shoestanes) forestry consultation is asking for local feedback. SS has 

already asked James Fletcher for input. Noted that signage warning about the 

recent spraying of the fields was small and inadequate. The chemicals that are 

used are dangerous to community members who use the area for walks and 

dangerous for dogs. Access is difficult and with paths and land becoming 

overgrown. Claire Rogers will contact JF and provide a response. 

d. Borders Online has a board meeting upcoming. The company, part of which was 

originally created to provide fast broadband within Heriot, is continuing to 

provide wireless and fibre services both locally and on the west coast of 

Scotland. 

 

Finish at 20:25. The next meetings of HCC are: 

• 30th September 2026 

• 18th November 2026 

 

   

 


